
56. Finfish Mariculture Activities 
Structures in marine and estuarine waters, including structures anchored to the seabed 
in waters overlying the outer continental shelf, for finfish mariculture activities. This 
NWP also authorizes structures for bivalve shellfish mariculture and/or seaweed 
mariculture if the structures for bivalve shellfish and/or seaweed production are a 
component of an integrated multitrophic mariculture structure (e.g., the production of 
bivalve shellfish or seaweed on the structure used for finfish mariculture, or a nearby 
mariculture structure that is part of the single and complete project). 

This NWP authorizes the installation of cages, net pens, anchors, floats, buoys, and 
other similar structures into navigable waters of the United States structures must be 
securely anchored and clearly marked. To the maximum extent practicable, the 
permittee must remove these structures from navigable waters of the United States if 
they will no longer be used for finfish mariculture activities or multi-trophic mariculture 
activities. 

This NWP does not authorize the construction of land-based fish hatcheries or other 
attendant features. 

Structures in an anchorage area established by the U.S. Coast Guard must comply with 
the requirements in 33 CFR 322.5(l)(2). Structures may not be placed in established 
danger zones or restricted areas designated in 33 CFR part 334, Federal navigation 
channels, shipping safety fairways or traffic separation schemes established by the U.S. 
Coast Guard (see 33 CFR 322.5(l)(1)), or EPA or Corps designated open water 
dredged material disposal areas. 

This NWP does not authorize: 

(a) The cultivation of an aquatic nuisance species as defined in the 
Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990 or the 
cultivation of a nonindigenous species unless that species has been previously 
cultivated in the waterbody; or 

(b) Attendant features such as docks, piers, boat ramps, stockpiles, or staging 
areas. 

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district 
engineer. (See general condition 32.) 

In addition to the information required by paragraph (b) of general condition 32, the pre-
construction notification must also include the following information: 

(1) A map showing the locations and dimensions of the structure(s); 



(2) the name(s) of the species that will be cultivated during the period this NWP 
is in effect; and 

(3) general water depths in the project area(s) (a detailed survey is not required). 
No more than one preconstruction notification per structure or group of structures 
should be submitted for the finfish mariculture operation during the effective 
period of this NWP. The pre-construction notification should describe all species 
and culture activities the operator expects to undertake during the effective 
period of this NWP. (Authority: Section 10) 

Note 1: The permittee should notify the applicable U.S. Coast Guard office regarding 
the finfish mariculture activity. 

Note 2: To prevent introduction of aquatic nuisance species, no material that has been 
taken from a different waterbody may be reused in the current project area, unless it 
has been treated in accordance with the applicable regional aquatic nuisance species 
management plan. 

Note 3: The Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990 
defines ‘‘aquatic nuisance species’’ as ‘‘a nonindigenous species that threatens the 
diversity or abundance of native species or the ecological stability of infested waters, or 
commercial, agricultural, aquacultural, or recreational activities dependent on such 
waters.’’ 

  




